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[ MIDRASH (BEREISHIS RABBAH, 30:8) NOTES THAT
Awe find the word 1, was, describing five people in 'Q-‘ CF’V-M_.L
Tanach: Noach (Bereishis 6:9); Yosef (ibid. 37:2);
Moshe (Shemos 3:1) lyov (lyou 1:1); and Mordechai (Megillas
Esther 2:5). All five, the Midrash explains, saw a “new world.”
¢ Noach saw the entire world destroyed, to the extent that
SEE—
even millstones disintegrated, and then he saw it rebuilt. Yosef
was enslaved in chains in Egypt and then emerged as the ruler
of the country; Moshe had to flee from Pharaoh after nearly
being executed, and ind then witnessed the Egyptian Army drown
¢l in the Yam Suf; lyov was mired in terrible loss and suffering,
~ but was eventu;l—i;_blessed with an even better life than he
had before his downturn. Finally, Mordechai HaTzaddik was
on the verge of being hanged by Haman, but he ultimately

w1tnessed Haman hanging on the very gallows he prepared
tC for Mordechai.

Obviously, this Midrash is not sharing some coincidental
wordplay; there must be some deeper message in the usage
of the word hayah that explains, in some way, how the people
it.is used to describe were able to see a “new world.”

(y[ None of the classic commentators on the Midrash provide
us with that link, leaving us room for our own interpretations.
1 would like to suggest an approach inspired by the sefer Ikvei
Erev.
We see two diverging approaches among those who have
(Vt' endured tragedy in their lives. Some overcome their seem-
ingly hopeless situation. They manage, somehow, to pick up
the shards of a shattered existence and rebuild — sometimes
not merely replacing what was lost, but building an even bet-
ter existence for themselves than the one they had before
";l\ tragedy struck. .

Far be it from us to judge anyone who has gone through
tribulations, but the reality is that some people who suffer
through such difficulty can never move past that era of their
lives, They either become obsessed with their earlier troubles, -

(} reliving those painful times over and over, or they romanticize -
the lives they had prior to the tragedy and harp on how won-
( "\ derful tha}?; ?xist‘encfe was, even if, in reality, their current lives




From:

o

o)

To:9997154 30/10/2019 15:12

What is the key to whether a person will fit into the first
group or the second group?

This Midrash is intimating, | believe, that the key is the
word hayah, was. The key to a person a new world is to let the
past fade into the twilight — to be sure to allow it to become
hayah — rather than to wallow in it.

Let’s take Noach as an example. Imagine what the world-

was like before the Mabul and what it was like in its aftermath.
Yes,- Noach was spared the fate of his generation, but imagine
what it was like to walk out into a world that Iooked ‘as it did

Hafter the Mabul. Think of the images of Hiroshima after the
atom bomb was dropped or what Dresden looked like after
the firebombing of World War li. This is nothing compared to
what the world must have looked like after the Mabul. Why
waquld one go on?

(¢ To give an idea of how radically the world changed, before
the Mabul there were no seasons; the weather was perfect
all year. Imagine Noach, at the ripe oild age of 601, suddenly
having to learn to cope with three feet of snow during the win-
ter and sweltering humidity during the summer. Noach could

94 have said, “This is a world? Who needs this?”

b

How did Noach transcend this cataclysmic change? How
was he able to survive? The answer is “hayah — it was.” His
attitude was to let the past live in the past. Sometimes a per-
son with a glorious past feels that he can't go on in the less-
than-glorious present. Noach let it all go, and moved forward.

The .primary example of this attitude that we have wit-
nessed in our times is among people who survived the
Holocaust and built new lives for themselves. How did they do
that? How is it that they didn’t ask, “What kind of life is this
compared to what | had before the war?”

People lost all their loved ones.

Rav Motel Katz, Rosh Yeshivah of Telshe, had his entire
family wiped out in Europe, came to America, and established
the yeshivah in Cleveland. A student once walked into his
office in the middle of a regular school day, and found him
crying. When he asked what was wrong, Rav Motel replied that
he was thinking about the large family he had lost in Europe
and couldn’t remember the names of his children. Imagine the
‘pain upon the pain: first he suffered the unfathomable loss of
his whole family, and that pain was magnified exponentlally
when he couldn’t even recall their names.

' Many families that survived intact lost fortunes, and came
 to America penmless and’ had'to start from scratch. On the
‘spiritual plane, the crossover from one world to another might

‘{C have been even more extreme. Imagine how transplanted

European roshei yeshivah felt after the war. Rav Aharon
Kotler was the Rosh Yeshivah in Kletsk, where his talmidim
were gedolei Yisrael. His talmidim when he came to America
weren’t nearly on the same level.

The same Rav Motel Katz was also involved in an jncident
that is absolutely astounding; I would not believe it myself if |
did not see documentation of it.

#1887 P.O02
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|  One night there was a championship heavyweight boxing
match in New York, and the students in Telshe in Cleveland
wanted to listen to the broadcast on the radio. The fight was
scheduled during the time for Maariv, however, so they came
to ask Rav Motel for permission to daven early so that they
could listen to the fight :

- Imagine how Rav Motel must have feit. In Telshe in Europe
he was training what would have been a cadre of gedolei
Yisrael had the Nazis not annihilated them, and now he had to
deal with bachurim who wanted to change the time of Maariv

W for a boxing match! He could have asked, “What has become

of me? What am | doing with my life here?”

How did he move beyond that? The answer is hayah. He
let the glorious past of Telshe in Europe live in the past, and
he moved on to Telshe of the future. With enormous fortitude
and understanding, Rav Motel allowed the talmidim to daven
Maariv earlier. And as we know, Rav Motel eventually merited
to see a new world and to take part in building it.

When a person suffers from a tzarah, they can dwell in the

' past and ailow the comparison to sink them, or they can adopt

9.4 the attitude of hayah, that was, and now I have to go on to

build the rest of my life, to take hold of the key to a new world.
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